
DALLASTOWN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

PTO EVENTS FOR 2016-2017 

Below is a list of the scheduled events that the PTO is planning for this school year.  
Many of these events have run previously, and the children really look forward to them.  Please 
look over the list and consider signing up to help coordinate or volunteer at one or more events.  
You will NOT have to plan and/or run an event alone – someone who has experience with any 
event you are interested in will also help.  It’s a team effort!   

Chairpersons for activities are normally chosen at the end of the year for the next year’s 
activities.  However, we still have many events that are available for you to chair or co-chair.  
And, as always, volunteers are needed. 

100th day of SCHOOL 
 
The PTO provides a treat or something special for the students for the 100th day of school. 
Cookies, cupcakes, etc are typical treats. 

CHAIRPERSON:  Coordinates the purchase or making of this treat for distribution to the 
students on the 100th day of school. 

CHAIRPERSON:  JESS BECK 

 
ART SHOW SET UP 

Each year the young artists of Dallastown Elementary are showcased in May during the Art Show.  

VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers are needed to hang the art throughout the school the week before the art 
show. Our Art teacher, Mrs. Markey is responsible for chairing this event, but the PTO provides 
volunteers to assist with the display of the art. Volunteers are needed before, during, and after school. 

CHAIRPERSON:  CHERI COTTRELL 

 

ASSEMBLY 

Each year the PTO sponsors two (2) assemblies for the students.   

CHAIRPERSON:  Responsible for scheduling the assemblies and coordinating with the school calendar 
for availability. 

CHAIRPERSON: JENN LEADER  



 

AUTHOR VISIT 

Once every three years an author is scheduled to visit the school and provide an assembly for the 
children.  Typically books by that author are available for purchase prior to the visit and then the author 
signs the books for the children if time permits.   

CHAIRPERSON:  Chairperson works along with the school district and the library to promote and 
coordinate the author’s visit and gather book orders.  This event takes place in the spring.  This can be 
done daytime or evening at your convenience. 

CHAIRPERSON:   

 

AUTHOR IN RESIDENCE- PTO LIASON 

The PTO was pleased to sponsor an Author in Residence last year.  This will take place in alternating 
years with the Author Visit. 

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson coordinated between the author in residence and the school to ensure 
that the appropriate paperwork was completed in a timely fashion.  

CHAIRPERSON:                (alternating years)  

 

BABYSITTING-CONFERENCES 

Parent/Teacher Conferences are held in the fall and the spring.  The PTO provides babysitting in the 
Library for the children and siblings to allow parents to attend the fall conferences.  The Committee 
chairperson will contact the High School Volunteer Club and/or Child Care group for volunteers to help 
with babysitting.  Parent volunteers are needed to oversee the high school students.  This is just as a 
precaution to have an adult available in case of a problem.  

CHAIRPERSON:  Coordinate with the high school clubs to secure student volunteers and organize parent 
volunteers. 

VOLUNTEERS:  Parents need to be there during scheduled shifts to supervise high school students and 
provide an adult presence while parents attend conferences. 

CHAIRPERSON:   



BOOK FAIR 

This event is held twice a year in the fall and spring.  Scholastic provides all the books and miscellaneous 
items to sell and provides a planning toolkit online to help with advertising of the fair, creating volunteer 
schedules, flyer information, and wish lists for the students.  Scholastic also provides online tools to 
help with how to set up the fair and use the cash register.  The hours of the book fair are decided upon 
and setup by the chairperson depending on the chairperson’s and volunteers’ availability.  The book fair is 
held during school hours and evenings during parent conferences in Nov.  In May, the book fair can be 
held at any time.   

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson is responsible for coordinating with the Scholastic Book Fair 
Representative to schedule the dates for the book fair.  The Chairperson will also coordinate volunteers 
to set up, tear down and work the Book Fair. 

VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers will assist with set up, tear down and/or work the book fair at a scheduled 
time. 

CHAIRPERSON:  ARMINDA MATTOON PLETL & JEN KOPP 

 

 BOX TOPS 

This program is sponsored by General Mills and allows our school to earn money by saving box tops from 
General Mills products.  Two or three times a year we hold a Box Top Blitz.  The children are asked to 
bring in their box tops and place them in the appropriate container for their class.  The winning class 
wins some type of treat (popsicle party, goodie bag, etc.).   

CHAIRPERSON: The Chairperson for this would be responsible for collecting the box tops from school 
and mailing them for reimbursement.  The Chairperson would also be responsible for deciding when to 
hold the “Blitzes” and advertising this to students and families.  This can be done at your convenience. 

VOLUNTEERS:  Could ask the chairperson depending on need.   

CHAIRPERSON:  JESS BECK 

 

BULLETIN BOARD 

The PTO maintains a bulletin board in the lobby of the school to display current events and information. 
A chairperson is needed to maintain the bulletin board or to find appropriate volunteers to maintain the 
board.  

CHAIRPERSON:  JESS BECK 

 



BUS DRIVER APPRECIATION 

The PTO provides something special, whether breakfast or other type of appreciation, to the bus 
drivers/van drivers who transport the students to school. 

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson plans the meal, coordinates volunteers, and requests donations of 
food.  The chairperson also ensures that the meal is set up and available for bus drivers in the morning if 
doing a meal. 

VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers are needed to provide food and beverages and help with set up and/or clean 
up. 

CHAIRPERSON:  MEGAN LANDIS 

 

CHANGE RACE 

The Dallastown Area School District Dollars for Scholars committee has established an investment fund 
for each class.  Each new kindergarten class will be given $500 to initiate their fund.  All money 
collected during change race is saved for the class that collects it.   

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson would be responsible for advertising this to students and families as 
well as counting the change to determine the winner.  Money would then be given to the treasurer.   

CHAIRPERSON:  LOUISA C. MALESKER 

 

CLOTHING SALE/SPIRIT WEAR SALE 

Each year the PTO holds a clothing sale for spirit wear. 

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson would coordinate the items that we will sell, distribute flyers to the 
student body and collect the orders.   

VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers may be needed for sorting and distribution depending on needs of 
chairperson. 

CHAIRPERSON:  MEGAN LANDIS 

 



DALLASTOWN ELEMENTARY T-SHIRTS 

The PTO provides a Dallastown Elementary T-shirt to all incoming Kindergarten, 2nd grade and new 
students to the school.   

CHAIRPERSON:  A chairperson is needed to distribute the order form and order the t-shirts 
accordingly.  

VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers may be needed for sorting and distribution of t-shirts. 

CHAIRPERSON:  LOUISA C. MALESKER 

 

DFSC (FORMERLY DOLLARS FOR SCHOLARS) FALL FESTIVAL GAMES 

The district- wide Fall Festival occurs in September/October.  This is held at the High School campus 
and offers games which are run by Dallastown Elementary along with other schools from the District.   

CHAIRPERSON:  A chairperson is necessary to schedule volunteers to run the games for the day and to 
make sure that the games are delivered to the High School and returned to our school.  

VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers run the games for one hour (or more) shifts and to help with transportation 
of the games if necessary.  

CHAIRPERSON:  JEN KOPP 

 
 
FALL ACTIVITY NIGHT 
 
This event is held at the middle school. Families can swim, play ping pong or bingo.  Games are set up in 
the gym.  There is a bake sale and refreshments in the cafeteria. It is a great evening for Dallastown 
Elementary students and their family to enjoy.   
 
CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson is responsible for coordination of volunteers and will need to be there 
on the evening of the event. They are responsible for bringing the refreshments, bingo and prizes from 
the PTO room and organizing the bake sale donations. They are also responsible for planning organized 
games in the gym . 
 
VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers are needed on that evening to work the admission table, call bingo, man the 
bake table and monitor the gym.  
 
CHAIRPERSON:  ELIZABETH COWHER 
 



FALL FUNDRAISER 

This is our fall fundraiser that helps to support all of the PTO activities and events for our children.   

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson of this event is responsible for coordinating with a vendor for the 
products we will offer, getting the materials out to the student body, submitting the orders to the 
company and setting up a delivery time.   

VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers are needed on the day of delivery to help sort orders and assist with 
distribution to the students and parents.  Volunteers are asked to work 1-2 hour shifts.  Fundraiser 
pickups are typically scheduled from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

CHAIRPERSON:  MEGAN LANDIS 

 

FAMILY DINNER NIGHTS 

We organize monthly dinner nights at local restaurants who partner with the PTO to share in a portion 
of the profits.  It’s a very easy way to raise funds for the PTO and a wonderful social experience for us 
to share as a DTE family. 

CHAIRPERSON:  Organizes and contacts local restaurants (or other ideas), creates flyer, copies and 
sends out hard copies as well as submitting electronically to Principal to send out to student body. 

CHAIRPERSON:  ARMINDA MATTOON PLETL 

 

FIELD DAY-RITA’S 

The PTO provides a Rita’s treat for Field Day for the students. 

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson for this will pick up the Rita’s and deliver it to the school on Field Day 
and help serve or arrange another volunteer to do this. 

VOLUNTEERS:  A volunteer may be needed to assist with pick up and delivery and/or serving to the 
students. 

CHAIRPERSON:  LOUISA C. MALESKER 



HOLIDAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

This is a great event to share a holiday breakfast with your family and classmates.  The children can do 
their shopping at Santa’s Secret Shop which is open in the gym during the same time as the pancake 
breakfast.  The big guy himself has even been known to make an appearance!  This event is typically held 
the 1st Saturday in December. 

CHAIRPERSON: The chairperson is responsible for gathering volunteers to help, ordering the food, 
purchasing the food and overseeing the event. 

VOLUNTEERS: Volunteers are needed to set up, prepare pancakes, serve breakfast and clean up.  

CHAIRPERSON:  LOUISA C. MALESKER 

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

Each May, the PTO hosts an Ice Cream Social in the cafeteria during lunch time for the students.   

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson will coordinate the volunteers and purchase the ice cream and needed 
supplies for the event.  Receipts for the purchases will need to be submitted to the PTO Treasurer.   

VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers are needed to help serve ice cream to the students and obtain the supplies 
for the event if necessary. 

CHAIRPERSON:  SHELBY EHRLINGER & JESS BECK 

 

KINDERGARTEN POPSICLE PARTY 

The PTO will sponsor a “Welcome to DTE and Kindergarten!” Popsicle party on the playground.  This 
allows the new students to have some fun social time with one another with their families and get to 
meet each other prior to the start of school.  

CHAIRPERSON:  Coordinates date with Kindergarten teachers and principal; held in August on 
playground typically 

CHAIRPERSON:  BLYTHE & SHANE STEIN 



LITERACY NIGHT 

This was a new event for the PTO last year and it was well received and great fun.  We have decided to 
try it again this year.  This themed night will include a craft, Mystery reader, etc. and other fun stations 
to promote literacy.  All stations will be centered around reading and working on a project together as a 
family. 

CHAIRPERSON:  Will organize this event, schedule volunteers for each station. 

VOLUNTEERS:  Will work at each station with the children and their families and help chairperson to 
set up this event.  

CHAIRPERSON:  ARMINDA MATTOON PLETL 

 

MAY DAY 

May Day is the biggest PTO event of the year.  Games, silent auction, bounce house, food, fire trucks, 
creation station and much more are all part of May Day!!   

CHAIRPERSON:  A special committee is formed in January to being the planning process for this event.  
Please mark your calendars to help with this process – we will welcome as many people as are interested! 

VOLUNTEERS:  MANY, MANY, MANY volunteers are needed to help plan, set up, run games, sell food 
and baked goods and clean up. 

CHAIRPERSON:  THIS IS A GROUP EFFORT – NO ONE CHAIRPERSON 

 

NEWSLETTER 

The PTO puts out a monthly newsletter to keep everyone up to date on events and news for the coming 
school month.   The newsletter is distributed electronically as well as via hard copy to the teachers and 
students. 

CHAIRPERSON:  A chairperson is needed to collect news articles from chair people and information and 
then compile into a newsletter.  The newsletter is then submitted electronically to the PTO President 
for final review and submitted electronically to Principal to send out.    

CHAIRPERSON:  FAITH SLAUGH 



PERFORMING ARTS 

This is a district-wide program for all Elementary schools. This committee coordinates with the other 
Dallastown School District elementary schools.  Every year they choose a performer to provide one 
common assembly in each of the five buildings.  Schools take turns organizing and choosing the program. 
(Spring)   

CHAIRPERSON:  Attends performing arts meetings. 

CHAIRPERSON:   

 

ROLLERSKATING PARTY 

Each year the PTO sponsors a roller skating party at Roll R Way.  In the past, we have partnered with 
Leaders Heights Elementary school to share in the cost.  This typically takes place in February. 

CHAIRPERSON:  A chairperson is needed to coordinate a date with Leaders Heights Elementary and Roll 
R Way.  The chairperson would also be responsible for making sure the check is given to Roll R Way the 
evening of the event. 

CHAIRPERSON:  LOUISA C. MALESKER 

 

SANTA’S SECRET SHOP 

This is a holiday shop that is available to all DTE students during the Holiday Pancake breakfast in 
December where they can purchase gifts for their friends and family.  

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson is responsible for ordering the items that will be for sale, setting up 
the shop in the school gym, and arrange for volunteers to assist students with their purchases during 
the hours of the secret shop. 

VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers are needed to help the students with their purchases, wrap gifts and set up 
and clean up of the Shop.  Many volunteers are needed to be Santa’s elves. Help will be needed on Friday 
evening and Saturday morning for the event. 

CHAIRPERSON:  MEGAN LANDIS 

 



STUDENT DIRECTORY 

The PTO compiles and a prints a directory of every Dallastown Elementary student and their family.   

CHAIRPERSON:  A chairperson is needed to compile, print and distribute this directory. 

CHAIRPERSON:  CHERI COTTRELL 

 

SPRING FUNDRAISER 

This is our fall fundraiser that helps to support all of the PTO activities and events for our children.   

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson of this event is responsible for coordinating with a vendor for the 
products we will offer, getting the materials out to the student body, submitting the orders to the 
company and setting up a delivery time.   

VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers are needed on the day of delivery to help sort orders and assist with 
distribution to the students and parents.  Volunteers are asked to work 1-2 hour shifts.  Fundraiser 
pickups are typically scheduled from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

CHAIRPERSON:   

 

STAFF APPRECIATION MEALS- FALL CONFERENCES 

The PTO provides a meal to the staff during conferences in November. 

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson plans the meal, coordinates volunteers, and requests donations of 
food.  The chairperson also ensures that the meal is set up and available for teachers the night of the 
conferences. 

VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers are needed to provide food and beverages and help with set up and/or clean 
up.  

CHAIRPERSON:   



STAFF APPRECIATION MEALS- SPRING CONFERENCES 

The PTO provides a meal to the staff during conferences in the Spring. 

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson plans the meal, coordinates volunteers, and requests donations of 
food.  The chairperson also ensures that the meal is set up and available for teachers the night of the 
conferences. 

VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers are needed to provide food and beverages and help with set up and/or clean 
up.  

CHAIRPERSON:   MEGAN LANDIS 

STAFF LUNCHEON- NATIONAL EDUCATORS WEEK 

The PTO provides a lunch-time meal to the staff during National Educators Week.  Coverage is provided 
by volunteers for lunch-time duties (cafeteria and playground) so that all teachers can eat together. 

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson plans the meal, coordinates volunteers, and requests donations of 
food.  The chairperson also ensures that the meal is set up and available for teachers during lunch hour 
and coordinates volunteers to handle lunch duties (cafeteria, playground, and crossing guard). 

VOLUNTEERS:  Volunteers are needed to provide food and beverages and help with set up and/or clean 
up.  Volunteers are also needed to provide cafeteria and playground coverage. 

CHAIRPERSON: ELIZABETH COWHER 

 

WEBSITE 

The Dallastown Elementary PTO maintains a website to keep parents, students, staff, and community 
members informed about our past and future events.   

CHAIRPERSON:  The chairperson is responsible for posting the minutes, newsletters and pertinent 
information from the PTO to the students and their families. 

CHAIRPERSON:  JASON KOPP 
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